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word " such/* implying a contrast beiween the
followers of Christ and the Pharisees, of whom
Josephus was one; to the Gentile, men of un-
prejudiced minds are meant. He says Christ
" drew over to him many of the Gentiles," which
was not true of him personally when on earth,
but was true afterwards ; yet this way of putting
it sugared the pill for the Jews. He says that
Pilate condemned him to the cross " at the sugges-
tion of the principal men among us/' which is a
very soft impeachment of the Sanhedrim, whose
frantic violence intimidated the cowardly pol-
troon. He says again, Christ " appeared to them
alive the third day, as the divine prophets had
foretold these and ten thousand other things con-
cerning him." To the Gentile, this is a plain ad-
mission of the fact; but to the Jew, the sarcasm
thickens in the words I have italicised. Josephus,
therefore, admitted the facts, and all the facts, of
the life and death of Christ, and of its mighty re-
sults in forming a tribe which for numbers might
equal or exceed the natural tribe of Judah at the
time he wrote; or, while admitting the facts, he
put in a predicate of the word tribe, which to
Jews certainly would carry the idea of sarcasm
meant as well as expressed. Now this very am-
biguity is in favor of the integrity of the passage,
which is so ingeniously written that it shall not
necessarily offend the Jews nor implicate the his-
torical faithfulness of the author.

2. We are told that this passage is seemingly an
interpolation, because it was not found in several
early copies of the " Antiquities/' and that its oc-